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|. REPORT OF TRUSTEES. 


To the Governor, Senate and House of Representatives, State of 
Mississippi: . 

. While presenting an exhibit of the expenditures of the 

Alcorn Agricultural and Mechanical College for the years 

1888 and 1889, I find great pleasure and satisfaction in testi- 

fying to the earnest faithfulness ‘of the employes of the 

College. They have constantly shown an energetic and 


.- . intelligent desire to carry out the plans and object of the 


State, and also in extending every facility to all who will 
avail themselves of Mississippi’s privilege to the colored 
youth of obtaining a thorough and practical education with- 
out money and without price. 
f Respectfully, 
` J. A. LIMERIOR, 
a President Board of Trustees. 
December 18, 1889. 


Dec. 31, $599.00 for salaries, and probably the entire 
amount will be needed for necessary expenses. 


Amount expended for salaries 1888............ $ 7,336 00 
Amount expended for student labor..;......... 1,713 54 
Amount expended for salaries 1889, to. Nov. 80.. 6,517 00 
Amount expended for student labor............ 1,635 14 


The report of the farm superintendent will explain more 
fully the minor expenditures, as also the itemized account 
submitted by me. , 

Respectfully yours, 
James N. BEEK, 


l Secretary Board of Trustees. 
December 3, 1889. i 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES, 


Mr. J. A. Limerick, Chairman of the Board of Trustees Alcorn A. 
and M. College : . 


Desr Sis—I Kerewith submit to you a general summary: 
of the receipts and expenditures for the years 1888 and 1889. 


To appropriation from treasury, 1888............ $9,500 00 


Pal: 
l 
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To-bal. from sale of farm prođucts, tuition, etc.’ 87. 441 89 


To proceeds  “ «agg! 429 15 
t 
Metal E EE EES $10,871 04 
Amount expended.................. ..... 9,876 14 
Leaving a balance of................... .$ 494 90 
To appropriation from treasury, 1889.......... $ 9,500 00 
To balance from sales, ete, 1888................ 494 90 
| To proceeds of sales, etc., to Dec. 8, 1889........ 585 80 
a I PEE EEE DEE ERETT TAE TAA $10,580 70 
Total amount expended to Dec. 3.......... 9,209 47 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDET. 


To the Honorable. Board of Trustees Alcorn A. & M. College : 


GENTLEMEN—In compliance withthe Acts ot Congress and 
the State Legislature providing for the establishment and 
support of this institution, this, my seventh report is sub- 
“mitted. x 

‘This is the eighteenth year of the existence of this school 
as a State institution of higher learning, but the eleventh 
year of its existence as an Agricultural and Mechanical 
College. 

Congress passed an Act, July 2d, 1862, granting land for 
the endowment of colleges in the respective States, “where 
theleading object shall be, without excluding other scientific 
and classical studies and including military tactics, to teach ` 
such branches of learning‘as are related to agriculture and 
the‘ mechanical arts, in order to promote the liberal and 
practical education of the industrial classes in the several 
pursuits and professions of life.” ` 

The Agricultural Land Scrip Fund donated by the United 
States Government to this State amounted to $227,150, when 
the - Legislature, in 1878, ‘divided it equally between the 
A.&M. College at Starkville, and this College, giving to 
each $113,575, the interest on which is $5,678.65 per annum. 

In 1887 Congress enacted alaw granting to each State 
$15,000 a year for agricultural experiment purposes, but as 
our Legislature of 1888 directed that the entire sum should be 
used in connection with the A. & M. College at Starkville, 
the annual support of this institution for the last two years 
has been derived thus: 


Congressional Land Scrip interest.............. $ 5,678 75 
State appropriation...;...... ARIA 3,821 25 
$9,500 00 


The yearly enrollment and graduates for the last seven 
years have been as follows: : 


Year. No. Graduates. ‘ No. Enrolled, 
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Year. No. Graduates. No. Enrolled. 
Reel 2S iure e dana bol: Liaison; 211 
1 O86 ido d anaana Des ig Sash alacant ee oat io. 216 
esorta Uo iodato alati 209 
ISSTRLAaeiarraa Ci Reign Aracne 287 
188 620 oct teat cA erie Dili eat 216 


The enrollment of the present year to December Ist, 1889, 
was 188, and would have been greater had we not sent some 
students away and written others not to come because we 
were already crowded. When it is remembered that we 
have boarding room enough for only 150 students, putting 
four into each of nearly all the rooms, and that most all our 
students are from distant parts of the State, and hence are 
boarders, it will be seen that the only way we annually 
accommodate more than 200 is by permitting new students 
to enter as fast as any one has to go home to farm or teach. 

If we had about $2000, our two-story brick, known as 
Belles Lettres Hall, might be converted into a dormitory 
and made to accommodate 30 students. We now, for lack 
of room, have to turn away, yearly, more than enough to 
fill such a dormitory. It is believed that if we can have two 
such dormitories for next year, we can fill them both with 
boys who are now anxious to come to school but who cannot 
come till late in the fall, after they have helped to gather 
the crops at home, (when with our present limited room we 
are usually crowded). 

I have tanght classes in Grammar, English History, Civil 
Government, English and American Literature, and Intellec- 
sual and Moral Philosophy, teaching ordinarily three to four 
classes a day besides doing my other work. 

Prof. J. D. Burrus teaches four to five classes daily, besides 
having the entire management of the farm on his hands, 

Prof. J. C. McAdams teaches five to six classes daily, and 
has charge of the Sunday religious services. The other 
four teachers have six to seven classes daily. 

All are too much crowded with work. We have lost three 
teachers within the last three years; the health of one of 
whom, who has since died, faild while here from overwork, 
and another left to take a place that gives more money and 
less work. The health of several of those here now 18 
seriously threatened from too much mind work. While 
this Institution seems to have the smallest support fund and 
fewest teachers of any of the Agricultural and Mechanical 
Colleges of the country it has an annual enrollment much 
above the average. We are very much in need of two more 
teachers, one to be able to instruct the elementary agricul- 
tural classes, and to be with the boys when doing the farm 
work to explain to them the reasons, causes and results of 
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y» the other to teach in the school room entirely, 
i persia us to divide some of our largest classes, and 
de them better. 

pi detailed accounts of the work done by each teacher 
you are referred to their respective reports hereto attached. 

Upon taking a census of the occupations; of our students 
last year, it was found that about fifty per cent. of them were 
farmers, exclusively ; about forty per cent. were teachers, 
and only about ten per cent. pursue other callings. That 
would make of our 216 students 108 farmers, 87 teachers, 
and 21 pursuing other work. Many of those who teach also 
cultivate the soil when not engaged in teaching or attending 
school, so that it is safe to say that at least 150 of the 216 
are persons who live on the farm now and expect to live on 
a farm in the future. Since so large a proportion of our 
graduates, and undergraduates, have bought farms, it may 
be said that a large proportion of our students are not only 
farmers now, and intending.to become more skillful farmers 
as they grow older, but are proposing to make themselves 
prosperous and respected citizens on their own farms. — 

Seven years ago the College land produced but little 
more than corn enough to be considered worth gathering, 
whereas by deep and careful cultivation, by rotation in crops, 
and by the wise use of manure, the soil has been so mate- 
rially improved that each succeeding year has yielded a 
better crop than the preceding year, till now it is expected, 
that asa matter of course, the farm will yieid a good crop 
of corn, peas, potatoes, pumpkins, oats, hay and vegetables. 
For several years some of the most successful farmers of 
our neighborhood have purchased for planting purposes 
some of our yellow flint corn, which is regarded as 
especially fine. Very little of the commercial fertilizers 
has been used as dressing for the soil, but the superintend- 
ent has had carefully gathered up, properly prepared and 
applied in the garden and on the farm, all the barnyard, 
wood pile and stable manures, the pig, sheep and chicken 
droppings, the ashes, old plastering, leaves, etc., evef to the 
cleanings after the pestiferous bats that persist in roosting 
in our bell tower. ° 

All the farm work has been done.by students under the 
supervision of the superintendent, and they would gladly 
. have done more work had wé had it to give them. 

A full statement of the condition and needs of the farm, 
the number and condition of the stock, the crop yield, ete., 


will be found in the report of the farm superintendent hereto 
attached. 


Your particular attention is requested to the fact that last 
winter we killed in the neighborhood of 5,000 pounds of 
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pork, and also to the barn and implements asked for in that 
report. Your will also observe that Prof. Anderson speaks 
of some apparatus and mbterials needed in his department. 
I trust the Legislature will appropriate the necessary funds 
to enable you to grant the requests in these reports. 


In our last printed report occurs the following : 

“We have also received a number of letters from persons 
connected with the schools in different parts of the State 

| speaking in flattering terms of the schoolarship, faithfulness 
and honorable conduct of those of our students who have 
taught in their midst. 

Herewith we append, as examples, two letters from County 
Superintendents who have won deserved praise for their 
zeal in the interest of the education of all the children in 
their respective counties. 

Under date October 24, 1887, the superintendent of Shar- ` 
key county, writing from Anguilla, after mentioning by 
name a number of Alcorn students; says: Among these are 
my best qualified teachers. 

They are all good citizens and some of them men of the 
most exemplary conduct and character. 

It is evident that your institution is doing great good for 
your race and for the State, and I shall urge young men to 
seek its advantages. Respectfully, 

JACKSON KIRKMAN, 
Superintendent Sharkey County. 


Rev. Thomas W. Brown, of Wilkinson county, writes as 
follows : 


Woopvitte, Sept. 20, 1887. 
President J, H. Burrus}: 


Drar Sir—I take pleasure in stating that the student? 
from Alcorn University, who have been teaching in Wilkin 
son county for the scholastic year just closing, have com- 
mended themselves to the community for their moral and 
gentlemanly conduct, and for average scholarship in the 
English branches, have reflected credit upon their instructor. 

i Respectfully, Tuos. W. BROWN, 
Superintendent Wilkinson County” 


In keeping with the thoughts these letters suggest I ad- 
dressed to a number of the county representatives, this fall, 
the following : 
> Ropyey, Miss., Sept. 28, 1889. 

T. . 

DEAR StR—A number of students from this institution live 
in your county and farmi and teach. You have, no doubt, 
observed their conduct in comparison with that of those 


k 
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young people who bave not been to an institution of higher 
learning, or at least, have not been here. 

Will you write me whether or not the Alcorn students of 
your county have shown themselves more efficient teachers, 
more thrifty farmers, or more intelligent and better citizens 
for having been here to school two or more years? 

We may be able to print in our next report extracts from 
the replies to the above kindly sent by the superintendents 
of counties in which a number of our students farm or teach. 

Sincerely desirous of doing something towards providing 
our State with more skillful, thoughtful and successful colored 
farmers and teachers, I am 

Yours respectfully, J. H. Burrus. 

Herewith are three replies to this letter. These are given 
instead of others received, simply because they do not men- 
tion any particular person, and are representative. They 
speak for themselves and contain the language of those most 
competent to judge. 

Prof. W. F. McInnis writes: 

“So far as my observation extends, young men are much 
better off for having attended the Alcorn A. & M, College. 
T feel constrained to say you are doing an excellent vasi" 
the colored youth of the State. 

Respectfully, W. F. McInnis, 
Superinterdent Lawrence Co. 
Monticetto, Miss., Oct. 28, 1889.” 


Dr. T. A. Gibson writes: 

WiLLiamsBure, Miss., Oct. 20th, 1889. 
J. H. Burrus, Rodney : 

Str—In compliance with your request of recent date, I 
submit the following answer: I find in my four years ex- 
perience as Superintendent of Education, that the teachers 
from the Alcorn A. & M. College are much better teachers 
than those from other schools, both in good work and deport- 
ment in the school-room, and as useful citizens. They are 
both polite and neat in their manners. 

Respectfully, T. A. GIBSON, 
Supt. of Education, Covington county. . 
From Col. J. R. Galtney, the following was received: 
: LrseRTY, Miss., Oct. 15, 1889. 
= H. Burrus, President of Alcorn A. & M. College, Rodney, 
S.: 
SIR—Yours of the 28th ult., has just been received. I 


answer by saying that I have had in my service, ns teachers 
in the publie schools of this county, during the past two 
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years, quite a number of students of your college, and their 
deportment and qualifications as teachers have proved 
quite satisfactory ; and compare favorably with those from 
other colleges and sections. They have certainly shown 
themselves to be more efficient teachers, more thrifty 
farmers, more intelligent, moral and law-abiding citizens, for 
having been students in the Alcorn A. & M. College. 
Yours respectfully, 
J. R. GALTNEY, 
County Sup’t Public Education, Amite County, Miss. 

The health, discipline, progress and morals of the students 
have been good. Our buildings are not in bad condition 
though several of them are needing some repairs. They are 
old and frequently require slight repairs to keep them in 
good condition. 

I earnestly recommend that the Legislature be asked to 
grant the following appropriations to this institution for the 
next two years: 

For general expense fund for 1890-1, Congres- 


sional Land Script interest.................. $ 5,678 75 
State Appropriation..............005 cece eee 6,921 25 
DONA Si atid weedeat Sit a he Mae eS $ 12,000 00 


The same for 1891-2 will make $24,000.00 for the two 
years. I also recommend that $5,000.00 be asked for in 
order to convert Belles Lettres Hall into a dormitory or to 
build for dormitory purposes; also to build the barn, sheds, 
etc., asked for by the farm superintendent, to do some re- 
pairing of present buildings, and to provide some school 
apparatus and farm implements mentioned in my co-workers, 
reports. ` 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. H. BURRUS, 
Prest. Alcorn A. & M. College. 
CoLLege : Ropney, Miss., Dec. 3d, 1889. 


FARM DEPARTMENT. 


To the Honorable Board of Trustees: 


GENTLEMEN :—I beg leave to present the following report 
for the years 1888-9, of the work under my direction as 
Superintendent of the farm and work of the students in 
general. 

Tt has been my continual aim to improve our farm and 
methods of work as far as our means would allow, and to 
make the college farm a model for our students. The land 
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was poor when I took charge, but by cultivation and the 
application of such manures as could be gathered up about 
tho grounds, it has steadily improved. 

We haveitried in this way to show the students that the 

«old and and worn-out farms” of the State can be improved 
and rendered again productive, and that, too, without a large 
' expense for commercial fertilizers. 
‘We have tried to create in the students a love for the work 
of the farm and the animals and tools found on farms. All 
our work is done by the students, for which they are paid 
from five to eight cents per hour. The work is voluntary, 
but we have found no difficulty in getting all the help we 
needed ; indeed, if I had double the work, I could get plenty 
of help. 

We lati confined our crops to such products as could be 
consumed on the grounds. We have done this for two rea- 
sons: First, because we think the students and those they 
represent need to be taught to raise more of the things they 
eat, and less cotton; and in the second place, the main work 
in cotton comes during vacation, when the students are at 
home helping their parents with their cotton. As showing 
what we are doing, it was remarked at our last Thanksgiv- 
ing dinner, that most of the things on the tables were pro- 
duced on the grounds by the labor of the students. Of course 
we do not begin to produce here what we consume, and I 
only mention it to show the spirit of our teaching. 

The most of the repairing on the buildings during the 
past two years has been done by tho students. But we have 
no shop. Ithink money putin such a building would be a 
paying investment. It would help to familiarize the stu- 
dents. with the use of common tools, and make their labor 


- more productive to the State. 


The College owns about 300 acres, and about seventy-five 
of these are in cultivation. 

The following is the yield of the different crops, with the 
cost of production, for 1888: 


Corn, (estimated) 2,226 bushels on ear............ $ 214 78 
Sweet potatoes, 450 bushels..................... 88 85 
Cow peas, 96 bushels............... Laana. 90 98 
Oais, hay, etc., about 18 tons.................... 95 00 
Pumpkins, 6 wagon loads....................... 4 36 
Clearing OR ground go dl ae ae aad Me 35 34! 
Miscellaneous work.........................02. 15 19 

Poll E EE E alae alain $ 544 45 

1889. 

Corn, (estimated) 2,387 bushels on ear............ $ 227 28 


Sweet potatoes, 515 bushels... ........ AORTAE, 134 09 


F 


mani ear 
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Cow peas, (estimated) 125 bushels................ 140 30 
Oats, hay, ete., 22 t0Ons.,....... 0. eee eee ee ees 97 20 
Pumpkins, 4 wagon loads....... ............. Ls 3 28 
Miscellaneous work..................L000 0000 AT 14 

Totali siriani poh E EOE $ 649 24 


The account of student labor is kept under three heads, 
viz: “Farm,” “ Campus ” and “General Account.” Under 
the head of “ Campus,” is placed all work connected with the 
school proper, and under “General Expenses,” come the 
care of stock, repairing fences, provini pastures, filling 
washes, etc. 

Expenses under “General Account” for 1888: 


Student foreman during torm TMG. siii $ 63 30 
Da Of StOGkK ev eines E 66 00 
epairing fences... ........... PE 2 26 
Gathering and applying manures .......... pe 19 50 
Care of farm tools ....... EEA ANO RARE 8 20 
Miscellaneous... cd. fac d osc spread 3 00 
Exchange on warrants............ 0.002 eee eee 5 81 
Total. cessus deri rire ee $ 167 77 
1889 ro DECEMBER Ist. 
Student foreman during term time. ............ $ 56 00 
Caro of stockis err isk beeen i 84 00 
Repairing fences, etc ..... 2... eee eee ees 24 24 
Cutting weeds, &., in pasture..... ...... .... 6 96 
Gathering and applying manures.............. 28 36 
Work op roads. osi virata rasa 5 50 
Care and repairing farm tools......... ....... 23 10 
Miscellaneous: cs: iraniana 20 68 
Exchange on warrants............. .......... 6 47 
Total- so sei. Se caer ats SOI $ 252 31 


Some of the things charged to campus in 1888 were 
charged to general account in 1889. 


+ 


Expenses charged to Campus 1888. 


Janitor of ebapel wise gonads ay eae io $ 36 00 
Janitor and assistant in library... ............ 45 00 
Janitor of OMCs vss.coh os oak eso ek anaes Sees 36 00 
Montorio e ei 80 00 
Cleaning buildings during summer. ............ 41 00 
White-washifig: lille iaia 16 20 
Graie. fall dia EE RN 214 00 
Getting wood, &0............... ri i 248 34 


Repairing- buildings, &0.............. eta 215 50 
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Miscellaneous.... .. +--+- ile 50 08 
Guarding during yellow fever scare............ 19 20 

Ì ——-— 

A iii $ 1,001 32 

1889 ro DECEMBER lsr. 

Janitor of chapel.................... Baraan $ 82 00 
Janitor and assistant in library................ 40 00 
Janitor of OfffC@..... 0. ee eee cc tees 32 00 
Monitors ..... i... ‘70 00 
' Cleaning buildings during summer............. 48 28 
Repairing buildings ..................- E 98 31 
Graining...... ie 208 00 
Getting wood, &e. LL... ce eee ee 196 00 
Miscellaneous Leve 9 00 
Total, oc... ce cece eee iii $ 788 59 


Total paid students for labor during 1888, $1,713.54 ; and 
’89 to December Ist, $1,635.14. 


Expenses for supplies purchased for the farm and for the 
work under my direction : 


Seeds for the farm Lecce eee eee eee neues $ 30 84 
Feed for stock... 0... cece ee eee ee 11 99 
Locusts posts........... eee eect eters 40 00 
Salt...... diiviieee reni cere ere ee eee eee teenies 13 37 
Lime... ec cc ccc ee eee eee neues 10 00 
Small tools and implements for use on farm.. 44 45 
Small tools for use on campus................. 35 70 
Blacksmithing.......... lire tees 9 58 

Totali... cece cee iene cei $ 189 60 

: 1889. 

Seeds for farm... oo... cece ccc cece cece cece $ 25 44 
Feed for stock .... 0... ccc ea 13 52 
Salt... ccc cece rennan anan 15 08 
Lime LL... ace cc cece ccc neeceaanece 14 00 
Harness and small tools for farm .............. 54 26 
Small tools for use on campus................. 87 25 
Rails, &0..... ce ccc cc cen device 10 55 
Barb WITC. cece cece cece nce rici 68 25 
Lumber ....... Pence rere neue avec ice rar erno 22 03 
Cement... .................. Dee ee wees ve 44 00 
Briek Li... i... i. iii ie iii cecina 44 00 
Paint, oil, GO... cee cece eee aee 52 15 
Leather. Stee eee cece cette eee eee rese see 6 55 
Blacksmithing a siae iene eee taan 40 80 
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Income from Crop of 1888. 


COMM. we a aes eS A eet BU eee oat eet $ 222 15 
Sweet Potatoes..... .. Eee asia 125 40 
PeR lati Leelee iii 82 10 
Pampkinsri: alii load 15 50 

Tota fan isoletta $ 443 15 
From other sources.............. 0000000 18 00 


The crop of 1889 has not been marketed, but we have re- 
ceived from sale of stock, $95.55, and from other sources 
$37.50. The garden is run by the students, boarding hall. 
The College stock consists of 7 mules and 39 cows and calves. 
There are also on the grounds 19 sheep and about 80 hogs 
belonging to the boarding hall. That department killed last 
season 4,625 pounds of meat: The wagons and plows, &c., 
are in good condition. I would most respectfully and earn- 
estly ask for $1,500.00 to build a barn, sheds, cribs, &c., and 
also to purchase a mower and rake. The barn we are now 
using was built years ago, as the president’s private barn. 
It is entirely too small for our use—we have outgrown it. In 
fact we have no barn for our cows at all; the one we are 
using can only accommodate the 7 mules. We have been using 
the Belle Lettrea hall, as a storage room, and if that is turned 
into a dormitory, as we hope it will be, we shall be at a cost 
for a shelter. 

I have only to say in conclusion that the work of the 
farm was never in so satisfactory shape as now. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

‘J. D. BURRUS, 
December 1st, 1889. Superintendent. 


TEACHERS’ REPORT. 


President J. H. Burrus : 

Sm—I have the honor to submit the following report of 
the work done by me in the class-room during the term of 
1888-9 and the fall term of 1889. Ihave taught from four 
to five classes daily in addition to my other duties as super- 
intendent of the farm, ete. 

The following classes have been under my instruction, 
with the total enrollment and the average enrollment: 


Seniors : Total. . Average. 
ASWOHOMY 1455250550) Leelee = alal 9 
Geology eene globo gliazesì DI anean 9 

Juniors : 
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Seniors. Total. Average, 
Conic sections and trigonometry.... 16 ....... 16 
Mensuration and surveying.......... IG: nave 16 

Sophomore: 2 
Higher algebra and geometry....... O: ine dal 4 
Outlines of history................ 4 dsl 4 
Cattle feeding....... 0.0 ye eee 8 

+ Freshmen: 
Elementary agriculture. ............ Go crepes 5 

Seniors—1889. 

AstronoMy...... cee cece eee e cee Io: aeches 144 

Juniors : 

. Geometry... e... nonoo eee eee eee A dios 4 

Sophomore : 

Higher algebra. ................... TZ: sese 9 
Outlines of history................ "I ass dra OO 


The attendance has been more continuous and regular 
than in any previous term. This, of course, is encouraging, 
and has resulted in more satisfactory work. If we had 
about $40 to purchase charts to be used in the teaching of 
geology and astronomy, it would be quite an aid. 

Respectfully, 


J. D. Burrus. 
December 30,'1889. 


President J. H. Burrus: 


I beg leave to submit the following report on the work 
done by me from December 1, 1888, to December 1, 1889. 
I have given instruction to six classes daily, instructed the 
brass band twice per week up to last commencement, taught 
a class in vocal music twice per week since the opening of 
the present term, superintended the singing at the morning 
devotional exercises, delivered one public lecture, and per- 


formed the duties of college pastor, delivering thirty-three 
sermons. 


The following is the total enrollment and the average 
monthly enrollment of my classes: ` 


A fifth reader—total enrollment..................... 44 
Average monthly enroliment.................... 29 
Physiology—total enrollment......i.......5........ 5 
Average monthly enrollment................-..- 5 
Rhetoric—total enrollmenti........0................ 27 
Average monthly enrollment.................... 27 
E. grammar—total enrollment................ ..... 85 
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C. grammar—total enrollment........0 0 .......0...., 33 
Average monthly enrollment................... 26 
A. geography—total enrol]ment................0.... 37 
Average monthly enrollment.................... 21 
A. geography (since Sept. 12)—total enrollment. ..... 29 
Average monthly enrollment.................... 26 
B. geography—total enrollment................. seguo I0 
Average monthly enrollment... ............... 7 
F. arithmetic—(to last commencement) total enrollment 18 
Average monthly enrollment.................... 11 
C. spelling—total enrollment..... .................. 55 
Average monthly enrollment............ ....... 41 
‘Book-keeping—total enrollment........... Lt 7 
Average monthly enrollment................... 7 


The scholarship of most of these classes is up to the 
average. In some itis below. Considering the inability of 
many to be present during the whole term, and considering 
the fact that many have been imperfectly taught, the work 


is as well done as could be expected. 
i 


BRASS BAND. 


The'brass band has thirteen pieces. On account of sev- 
eral new members entering this year, the progress has been 
necessarily slow. Owing to the necessity of frequently 
admitting new members and losing experienced ones, the 
band cannot reach a very high degree of excellence. On 
the whole, however, it has made commendable progress. 
The band prepares music for lectures and other public occa- 
sions. 

RELIGIOUS. 


The result of the religious work has been quite satisfac" 
tory. During the year forty-two persons have professed a 
hope in Christ. Most of the advanced students are Chris- 
tians. This fact shows itself in the general deportment 
of the school. -The Young Men’s Christian Association and . 
the Boys’ Christian Assciation are active organizations and 
are doing much good. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. O. MoApams. 


PROFESSORS’ REPORTS. . 


Arcorn A. & M. COLLEGE, 
Ropner, Miss., Dec. Ist, 1889. 


President J. H. Burrus: 

Sm—The following is my report of classes taught and 
work done, since September 13th, 1888, to December Ist, 
1889. For the session of 1888~’89, ending June 10th, 1889, 
the classes ‘were : 


Enrollment. Average. 

McGuffey’s Sixth Reader ......... BT ....0..... 23 
Reed & Kelloggs Higher Lessons 

~ in Fnglish..........0......-. M aeaaea 11 
Swinton’s Composition... ......... 10........... 9 
White’s Complete Arithmetic..... 13... eee... 15 
Ray’s Elementary Algebra........ 13 .......... 10 
Venable’s U. S. History, (a)...... 100 .......... T 
Venables U. S. History, (b)...... 150.......... 13 
Wilson’s Analyser, (a)............ a 17 
Wilson’s Analyser,(b)............ 86 .......... 30 
Elementary Agriculture. ........ 6 1.2.2... -. 6 
Swinton’s Outlines of History.... 2 .......... 2 
Steele’s Chemistry............... rr 8 
Steele’s Physics................. 160.......... 16 

For ‘89-90: 

McGuffey’s Sixth Reader......... 29) .......... 23 
Swinton’s Composition........... I0 .1........ 9 
Ray’s Elementary Algebra........ 12 ....00.... 11 
Venable’s U. S. History.......... 10 .......... 9 
Wilson’s Analyser............... VA: ......60. 20 
Steele’s Chemistry ............... 155 .......... 15 


The work of these classes for the most part has been 
satisfactory. In the Reading class, much time has been 
spent in drilling on the “Principles of Elocution,” and par- 
ticular attention is paid to pronunciation and meaning of 
words and expressions. The result is a great improvement 
m reading on the part of most. 

The Grammar class completed satisfactorily the study, 
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March 22d, and took up Composition. The classis preparin: 
for final examination, December 6th. Careful attention is - 
paid to writing themes and essays. For the most part the 
work has been encouraging. After a review and, an exami- 
nation, all of the class, with a few exceptions, were permitted 
to put down the study January 7th, and take up Ray’s 
Elementary Algebra. The class in Algebra has made rapid 
progress and is now reviewing preparatory to putting down 
in January. 

The (A) U.S. History class began the study September 13th, 
and completed it March 29th. Much interest was manifested 
in History on the part of the class. More outside reading 
on historical subjects was done than any former class. 
Agriculture, which followed, was taught two weeks, then 
turned over to the proper teacher. The progress made by 
the (B) U. S. History class has,not been so satisfactory. 
There were only two members in the class in Outlines of 
History. These, after three weeks study! left school to 
engage in teaching. 

The (A) Analysis class, after a satisfactory examination, 
completed the study January 25th. The (b) Analysis class 
has done good work and will finish in December. These 
two classes have had careful drilling in diacritical marking, 
and in the formation and analysis of words. 

The class in Chemistry manifested much interest in the 
experiments which were made nearly every day. Much 
better work could be done if the arrangements were such 
that the students were required to make experiments. The 
study was completed January 18th. The present class, on 
the whole, has done much better work. A few,I think, will 
not pass. 

The class in physics, which began March 18th, finished 
the study at the end of the session. While the work of 
most was satisfactory, a few failed to master the subject. 
The recitations, a part of the time, were held in a room 
where there were no blackboards. + These I consider neces- 
sary. The set of apparatus has been quite freely used in 
experimenting. The following is a list of apparatus very 
much needed: 

Horseshoe magnet; Electrometer; Battery of six cells; 
Decomposing water apparatus; Revolving Electro-magnet; 
Prince Rupert Drops; Polariscope; Iceland spar; Micro- 
scope. . 

Those will not cost more than $70. There is considerable 
inconvenience in teaching both Chemistry and Physics on 
account of there being no room well arranged and equipped 
for the purpose. "> 


The class in Vocal Music which meets Tuesday and Thurs- 
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day in the afternoon of every week, gives promise of better 
results than any former class. There is increased interest 
on account of the simplicity of the exercises of the book 
now inuse. This class, which is the beginning, numbers 108. 

The Rhetorical class, composed of the three most advanced 
classes, shows greater improvement than any former one. 
The exercises of this class, which meets every Friday after- 
noon, coasists of declamations, essays and orations. 

Besides the work above mentioned, it is my duty to call 
the roll every school day and to make a monthly report of 
the total enrollment, the number in actual attendance, and 
those absent from the morning exercises on account of © 
sickness. 


The total enrollment for the session of 1888-9.......... 216 
The cAVOLRRO. cco liscia lis oy ot iMesh EA E eae paso 183 
From September 12, 1889, to December 1.... ......... 188 
Tio VORA sai cieli dat ARE 130 


The Library, which is under my charge, is opened every 
afternoon to the students, who are availing themselves of the 
opportunity to read good books. This is shown in the num- 
ber of books read and in their literary productions. The 
books, with few exceptions, are in good condition. 


The number of books read and returned from Septem- 


ber 13, 1888, to December 1, 1889................. 1628 
The number of books of general reading......... ... 1236 
The number from the State and the Departments at 

Washington ai livel ione i 1119 
The number of pamphlets........................... 1792 

Tola artioli alia 4147 


_ The reading room has been made more useful by the addi- 
tion of several papers and magazines. 


Respectfully submitted. 
JOSEPH ANDERSON. 


President J. H. Burrus: 


The following is the report of classes taught by me from 
September, 1888, to June, 1889: 


A. Grammar, enrollment., .. 00.00.00 cece ucecceecee 38 
B. Fourth Reader, enrollment. ........... 20 cc ace eeeeee 33 
Physical Geography, enrollment ................ SR 41 
Manual of Geography, enrollment..................L, 45 
Arithmetic, D., enrollment.......... LL... o, 
Drawing, enrollment. 0... III] .....14 
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Vocal Music, enrollment................. e 27 
Sunday School Class................ crei aaa 39 
Rhetorie Class. o es eax eta letila leda 29 


All the above classes completed the studies named, except 
Arithmetic. The class that finished the Manual of Geogra- 
phy also finished the Physical. The classes in Zoology and 
Botany have put down the study, but have not mastered 
them by some months. It is impossible to master such stud- 
ies in nine weeks each, when double the time could have 
been well spent. While I must honestly admit that they 
have only a smattering of those sciences, that knowledge is 
eminently practical. : 

As little attention as possible has been given to text-books. 
The time in Zoology was spent in the museum, and amid my 
private collections; and in Botany was spent in the woods 
and fields, amid actual flowers. The class in vocal music 
has not made the progress expected, for the simple reason 
that I was overworked. 

Besides teaching six other classes daily, and keeping the 
books of the Boarding Pepa tea I have had to preside at 
the organ six days in every week, and prepare music for 
weleg public occasions during the year, and to have made 
them all equally successfal, would have necessitated one-third 
as much of my time out of regular school hours as in, and I 
have often had it to do to make things even passably well. 

Respectfully submitted. 
A. O. Corrin. 


Acorn AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE, } 
Ropney, Miss. 
President J. H. Burrus: 

Dear Sir:—I have the honor to submit to you my report 
of the work done by me from September 12, 1888, to Decem- 
ber 1, 1889: 

From September 12, 1888 to June 12, 1889, I taught the 
following six classes daily : 


No. in class. Average No. 

Swinton’s Fifth Reader, B........... AG riale 30 
Reed and Kellogg’s Grammar C...... 30 ............ 25 
Ray’s Elementary Algebra, from open- 
ing of school to March 27, 1890... 10 ............ 6 


Algebra, Davies’ University, followed 
to June 12,1889, with same members. ............ 


Geography, C, Monteith’s Physical... 22 ............ 17 
White’s Complete Arithmetic, A...... 88 ..........-- 29 
Swinton’s Word Book, Spelling, A.... 88 ............ 29 


In addition to these classes, I have had a rhetorical class 
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meeting weekly, composed of the members of Arithmetic A; 
a class in penmanship meeting bi-weekly, comprising about 
one-third of the school. 

Since September 12, 1889, to December 1, 1889, I have 


had the following classes daily under my instruction: 
No. in Class. Average No. 


Ray’s Elementary Algebra.......... ae ee ee 20 
Grammar B, Reed and Kelloge’s..... ............ 

Higher Lessons...........+--- .... 24 ciale 18 
Analysis B, Wilson’s.............. BO: nta des 30 
Geography E, Monteith’s Manual.... 57 ............ 45 
Fifth Reader, B, Swinton’s.......... Dl colato 25 
Arithmetic, D, White’s Intermediate.. 60 ............ 45 


I have had, as usual, a rhetorical class, composed of forty 
members; also a writing class meeting twice a week, num- 
bering 50 members; a Sunday school class containing 20 
members, meeting weekly. 

‘My classes have done good work, but have not advanced 
as fast as they could have done, because of the size of the 
classes. 

I call speciai attention to the number of students in each 
class. When the classes are so large, it seems almost impos- 
sible to keep them classified, ‘and it also renders them un- 
wieldy and hard to manage. Besides my regular teaching, 
I have the work of looking after the cleanliness of the 
young men; their rooms, and to a certain extent their gen- 
eral deportment; which work necessarily requires a large 
portion of my time, which might be profitably spent in pre- 
paring something outside of the text-book, for the class- 
room. The students are making commendable efforts to 
keep their rooms and things about them looking clean, neat 
and tidy. i 

Respectfully, 
J. A. MARTIN. 


ALCORN A. & M. COLLEGE, 
December 2, 1889, 
To President J. H. Burrus : 
I herewith submit the following as a report of the work 
.done by me since. September 13, 1888, to December 1, 1889 : 


i Enrollment. Average, 
Reading, A 4th.................. 45: prsebcata 16 
rammar, B......... Li T4 scroto) 12 
Arithmetic, B................... BS A Ge daiis 25 


eee ee ea eeaase 


da 
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Enrollment. Average. 
Geography, B................... is oened 34 
Geography, D................... BON cilindri 28 
Spelling, B............ EEEE di R 28 
Penmanship .................... TOn ansi aoe 
Rhetorical No. 4,................ BO acu aes 27 
Sabbath School.................. 29: re rere 19 
Below are the classes since September 12, 1889: 
Enrollment. Average. 
Reading, A 4th..... ............ 205 calata 15 
Grammar, A.....l.....0....00. 12 Raglocssì 9 
Arithmetic, A............0.00... OL sacca 18 
Arithmetic, B................... 38 .......:.. 28 
Geography, Os svc naa aeawa ona Our. dadini 21 
Spelling, B................ Parere SL: sarta 16 
Penmanship.................... Bee MOD culpa bea 
Sabbath school class.............. 7A E 22 
Rhetorical class.................. Bh. ipa 17 
Band. E E ae S 19 E S 13 


The class in reading has been drilled on the principles 
till it is thought they are able to go to the next above. At 
times I have been able to promote the whole class. A and 
B arithmetic have been doing very well. A is now on the 
first lesson of ratio and proportion. Up to the close of 
school, June, 1889, the class had gone to page 154—capital 
and stock. Since June the class has gone to the above 
named place—ratio and proportion, on page 220. B had 
gone through fractions at the close of school. Since Sep- 
tember 12th, 1889, the class has gone to page 130, which in- 
cludes decimal fractions and mensuration, denominate num- 
bers, the metric system, compound numbers, and United 
States money. 

The grammar class has had since school opened, Septem- 
ber 12, 1889, parts of speech subdivided and modifications 
of the parts of speech to the verb. The class has shown 
quite an interest in the work. The class in geography is 
much interested, which is shown by rivalry manifested 
daily. B spelling is doing very well. The class in pen- 
manship is too large to obtain the best results. I have to 
turn some of the students away from the class because the 
room we now have, and the present teaching force, are not 
enough to accommodate them more than once per week. 
The other classes are doing well. 

Respectfully submitted, 
B. T. SHANNON. 


a 


